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“Future Skills are 

competences that allow 

individuals to solve 

complex problems in 

highly emergent 

contexts of action in a 

self-organised way and 

enable them to act 

(successfully).”

(Ehlers 2020)
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Higher Education 

How to bring Future Skills into (dual) Higher Education? 

Experiences and Practices
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Theorie
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Integration of

theory and practice

in the curriculum 

Theory

Practice

How does it work? 

Bachelor Studies at DHBW 

Theoretical knowledge

Three months of intensive study at one of the 12 DHBW locations

Practical experience

Three months of on-the-job 

training at one of the 

approximately 9,000 cooperating 

companies or social and healthcare 

organizations
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Theoretical 

Phase 

Practical Phase 



(I) Implementation of a Future Skills programme

(II) Student reflection concept during the practice phases

(III) Digitization of the progress and reflection report and introduction of an e-portfolio as a reflection space for learning

Project duration 09/2021 - 11/2024



Concept Deep Integration



Future Skills Card Game

Taboo

Story of transformation

Reflective Feedback







Reflection on Future Skills experiences in an e-portfolio



Evaluation



Evaluation

Aim of the research design:

To gather data on the acceptance, the reaction and

the learning effectiveness of the Future Skills

learning design.

The Workshop was trialed with 1143 students and,

evaluated via questionnaire.

After data cleaning and quality check, 744 surveys

were evaluated to be sufficient data quality to be

used in the analysis (N=744).



Workshop effectiveness

N= 744



Future Skills in the curriculum

N= 744



Results summarized

• High level of acceptance for the learning intervention

• Students express a high willingness to participate in further 

learning opportunities

• High Assessment of the importance of learning Future Skills

• Learning content must be made more personal and 

individual

• Focus on competence-based didactics



DIRK Dual 2.0: Outlook & next steps

Extension of the previous project from April 2025 for 2 years

• Design-based research: Feedback and Co-creation with students

• Didactic Concepts: Peer-circle-based reflection and feedback processes for Future Skills learning

• Technological Measures: (app- & AI-supported learning journal and ePortfolio as a space for reflection)

• Further development of the Future Skills program and implementation of an OpenBadge concept as 

proof of Future Skills

Goal: Deep integration into various study programs & develop a scalable, curricular integrated model that 

can be applied to all study programs



Questions?

Want to exchange ideas?

Feel free to contact us at any time!

joern.allmang@dhbw-karlsruhe.de

laura.eigbrecht@dhbw-karlsruhe.de



THANK YOU
www.eu4dual.education



EU4Dual
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